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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces Sensational 
Line up for its 2004-05 VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts 


“An excellent series that consistently presents outstanding programs.” — The Plain Dealer 


CLEVELAND (July 28, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announces the 2004-05 season of its 
VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts. This year’s VIVA! Festival ranges from a performance by The Dancers and 
Musicians of Bali to an evening of Irish music performed by the legendary singer Mary Black. 

All concerts will take place on Fridays (with the exception of a special performance on Wednesday, Oct. 27) at 
7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

The subscription series kicks off Oct. 1, 2004, with award-winning flamenco vocalist Rafael de Utrera, 
performing with dancers Rafael de Carmen and Carmen Martin. Subscribers save up to 25 percent and receive 
guaranteed seating to all shows. 

“For the past six years the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts has played a vital role for audiences in Northeast 
Ohio by featuring some of the world’s finest performing artists,” notes Massoud Saidpour, the Museum’s artistic 
director of performing arts. “This year is no exception. Within the span of eight months, audiences will have an 
opportunity to witness master performing artists from Bali, China, Iran, Ireland, Spain, Brazil, Peru and France. It 


is a privilege to host these performances in Cleveland at one of the world’s leading art institutions.” 


The 2004-05 VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts performers include: 


Flamenco: Rafael de Utrera and Company 
Friday, Oct. 1, 7:30 p.m. 


The award-winning Rafael de Utrera joins Rafael de Carmen and Carmen Martin, two of Spain’s brightest 
flamenco dancers, for a fiery and passionate performance. De Utrera,one of flamenco’s most sought-after singers, 
served as cantor for flamenco master Paco de Lucia’s 2001 world tour. Ohio debut. $28 and $25, CMA members 
$25 and $22. 


Beijing Opera: 
The Adventures of the Monkey King 
Friday, Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m. 


Beijing Opera blends acting, dancing and live music with acrobatics and kung-fu style stage combat to create a 
breathtaking evening of drama. Adorned in sparkling garments of silk brocade and with painted facial masks, the 
dynamic 17- member troupe of actors and musicians includes masters of the National Academy in China. This 
retelling of the Monkey King story, one of the Beijing Opera’s most revered and accessible works, is presented in 
celebration of the Year of the Monkey. One night only! Not-to-be-missed. $40 and $35, CMA members $35 and 
$30. 
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Peru Negro 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, 7:30 p.m. 


“A Peruvian treasure...colorful costumes, sensual dances and historic verses.” — Los Angeles Times 


Peru Negro offers sensual dance, Spanish guitar and passionate singing with a percussive backbone. The 22- 
member ensemble, founded more than three decades ago, represents the standard that other troupes emulate. They 
have performed throughout the United States to cheering, sold-out houses and rave reviews. Ohio debut. $31 and 
$28, CMA members $28 and $26. 


Jane Birkin 
Friday, Nov. 12, 7:30 p.m. 


“Incredible passion....”” — Le Monde 


The exquisite French actress and chanteuse makes her Ohio debut for one night only. Jane Birkin’s music career 
skyrocketed with the scandalous “Je T "Aime ...Moi Non Plus,” an erotic song composed by the legendary French 
songwriter Serge Gainsbourg that was subsequently banned by the Vatican. In this all-Gainsbourg program, 
Birkin’s sensuous, sophisticated renditions of Gainsbourg’s tender, world-weary satires make for an evening of 
delightful and romantic listening. $31 and $28, CMA members $28 and $26. 


Mayte Martin + Belén Maya 
Flamenco Company 
Friday, Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m. 


The elegant Spanish dancer Belén Maya has created a superb choreography for Mayte Martin, one of Spain’s finest 
vocalists. One has only to hear Martin’s sweet and soaring voice and see Maya’s sensuous and powerful dance to 
be enchanted. Accompanied by some of Spain’s finest flamenco instrumentalists, the concert beautifully and 
masterfully reinterprets traditional compositions for modern audiences. Through dance, music, lights, rhythms and 
sounds, these artists create an intimate and passionate universe that leaves audiences breathless. Ohio debut. $35 
and $31, CMA members $31 and $28. 


Mary Black: Songs for Ireland 
Friday, March 11, 7:30 p.m. 


“Blessed with a voice that is pure gold.” — Los Angeles Times 


A legend in her homeland, vocalist Mary Black has long held the attention of Irish-music aficionados. Her 
distinguished career spans 20 years — from her early days in Dublin folk clubs through ever-escalating success 
with nine platinum solo albums (one of which, “No Frontiers,” spent 56 weeks in the Irish Top 30). Needless to 
say, Black is a seminal figure in Irish musical history and one of the artists responsible for its relatively recent 
blossoming on a global level. One night only! $31 and $28, CMA members $28 and $26. 


Masters of Persian Music: 
Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor* 
Friday, March 18, 7:30 p.m. 


“Four extraordinary masters!” — All Things Considered, NPR 


A superstar lineup of Iran’s most revered musicians come together for their third sold-out North American tour. 
The supreme tenor of Persian classical music, M.R.Shajarian, joins two of his country’s greatest living 
instrumentalists, Hossein Alizadeh and Kayhan Kalhor, in this extraordinary ensemble. Homayoun Shajarian, 
Persian singing’s brightest emerging star, accompanies them on percussion and vocals. Part of a 15-city North 
American tour. $35 and $31, CMA members $31 and $28. *Note: This is an “add-on” concert. Add this to your 
eight- or four-concert subscription series and receive 10 percent off the single-ticket price. 
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Guinga: Music from Brazil 
Friday, April 8, 7:30 p.m. 


“Guinga is the most astonishing Brazilian composer today. — O Globo 


O Globo, Brazil’s largest daily newspaper, is not alone in praising Guinga. As evidenced by his four Premio Sharp 
awards (Brazil’s Grammy), Guinga is a true master of his country’s vast and beautiful musical heritage. Regardless 
of the genre in which he works — samba, waltz, bolero, cang4o, choro, or jazz, vocal or instrumental — the 
outcome is unmistakably his. Guinga’s songs have been recorded by some of the greatest names in Brazilian 
music, including Sérgio Mendes and Chico Buarque. He appears with his quartet. Ohio debut. $28 and $25,CMA 
members $25 and $22. 


Dancers and Musicians of Bali: Cudamani 
Friday, April 22, 7:30 p.m. 


“Brilliant performers, working together with stunning cohesion ... as superbly coordinated and as compellingly 
entertaining as any Western ballet performance.” — Los Angeles Times 


This 25-member ensemble of dancers and musicians is the latest phenomenon to emerge from Bali, a land famed 
for its hauntingly beautiful performing arts. With great technical precision, high collective spirit and an impressive 
understanding of musical nuance, Cudamani performs a diverse repertoire ranging from rare classical dance forms 
to highly creative instrumental works. One night only! Not-to-be-missed.$40 and $35,CMA members $35 and $30. 


Subscriptions Available Now 

VIVA! Festival subscriptions to all eight concerts or either of two four-concert packages are now available. 
Subscribers receive guaranteed, priority seating for the performances and save up to 25 percent off the full ticket 
price. Eight-concert subscription prices for museum members are $198 and $176 ($211 and $188 for non- 
members). Two four-concert packages are available for $119 (A seats) and $105 (B seats). CMA members receive 


additional discounts for the eight-concert package. The two four-concert packages are as follows: 


Plan #2 Plan #3 

Beijing Opera Rafael Utrera Flamenco Company 
Jane Birkin Peru Negro 

Mayte Martin + Belen Maya Flamenco Company Mary Black 

Guinga Dancers and Musicians of Bali 


Single tickets, ranging from $40 to $25, will go on sale to the public after Aug. 30, 2004. Tickets may be 
ordered by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or may be purchased online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by Northern Ohio Live and WKSU 89.7 FM. 

This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes 
that a great nation deserves great art. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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